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Good at Doing Things
Presentation by Dr Steven Hughes

15 September 2009, Brisbane

REGISTRATION: Online at montessori.org.au or fill in and return the form below

Steven J. Hughes, PhD, LP, ABPdN 
is Director of Education and Research 
for The TOVA Company, and assistant 
professor of pediatrics and neurology 
at the University of Minnesota Medical 
School. Dr Hughes completed his PhD 
in clinical psychology at the University 
of Minnesota and his post-doctoral 
fellowship in pediatric neuropsychology 
at the University of Minnesota Medical 
School, where he joined the faculty of the 
Division of Pediatric Neuropsychology 
in 2001. He specialises in the neuro-
psychological assessment of children and adolescents with a 
wide range of developmental and medical disorders, and assists 
in the supervision and training of future neuropsychologists. 
His research interests include measurement of attention and 
executive functioning in young children, the effects of living in 
poverty on child development, and the neurodevelopmental  
benefits of classical Montessori education. 

Good at Doing Things: Montessori Education 
and Higher-Order Cognitive Development
In this highly visual, rapid-paced and entertaining talk, 
Dr Hughes describes how Maria Montessori’s brain-
based approach to education provides an unparalleled 
foundation for the development of academic, social, and 
executive functions critical for advanced problem solving 
and lifetime success. He shows how Montessori education 
parallels what we now know about brain development and 
fosters the development of advanced cognitive functions, 
social cognition, and such higher-order competencies as 
empathy and leadership. Presented around the world, the 
material in this lecture will soon be available in book form.


